Match Day!

Upcoming graduates of the University of Alabama
School of Medicine Class of 2008 gathered on March
20™ to hear the much-anticipated results of this year’s
National Residency Matching Program.

March 20, 2008

On Match Day, graduating medical seniors across the
nation come together to learn where they will spend
the next phase of their medical training. This year, over
15,000 medical students entered the match, all in hopes
of landing a position in the residency program of their
choice.

According to Laura Kezar, MD, associate dean for
students for the School of Medicine, 96% of the 2008
graduating class matched to a residency position,
including 12 physician couples who successfully
completed the matching program this year. The majority
of students matched to their first or second residency
choices, in placement results that exceeded the national
average of 94 percent. All students ultimately achieved
residency positions.

While UASOM students will disperse from coast to
coast to pursue their residency training, more than eighty
percent will remain in the Southeast, with half of these
remaining in Alabama. More than 1/3 of graduates will
train in one of the primary care fields of internal medicine,
pediatrics or family practice; over twenty percent will
pursue residencies in the surgical specialties. In addition,

several students opted for medical research programs.
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Argus Society Awards

Honoring Academic Favorites

The MAA is proud to present the 13" annual Argus
Society Awards at 6 pm on Monday, April 28" at the Alys
Stephens Center. Founded by UASOM students in 1996,
the Argus Society continues a long tradition of honoring
cherished professors and resident mentors, by formally
recognizing “faculty who have exhibited excellence in
medical education.”

Honorees are selected by each class on all three campuses,
and reflect student favorites for Best Lecturer, Best Group
Leader, and Best Course, in addition to Best Attending

and Best Resident from each clinical discipline.
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Cultural Music Explosion

The UASOM Cultural Music Explosion Concert
was held on April 4 at the Alabama Jazz Hall of Fame,
showcasing a variety of music from country to classical,
and providing an evening of relaxation and entertainment
for medical students who were able to tear themselves
away from their studies.

Sweet Licks (featuring UASOM’s Registrar Linda
McCullough, her husband Doug McCullough and
Richard Moten, an accomplished bass player from New
Orleans) opened the show with a mix of blues and country
tunes, followed by Bonita Conley, a coloratura soprano
from Birmingham. Ms. Conley has sung with the Harlem
Opera Company and has done some back-up work with
gospel singers Richard Smallwood, David Phelps and
others.

The gospel spirit continued with DeWayne Davis and
Kingdom, who have appeared with big-name gospel
stars Bebe and Cece Winans. Medical students were
represented by the talents of reggae band Down Loa that
includes Micah Howard, MSII. They play locally and state
wide. The Birmingham Heritage Band wrapped up the
evening with jazz and Latin selections, with performances
by musicians who are members of the Alabama Jazz Hall
of Fame.

The Cultural Music Explosion is an extension of the Cultural
Exploration lectures hosted by the MAA
and the UA School of Medicine.

Rowe’s Refections

Steve Rowe, MD (‘55) passed away in January. Last year
he published Reflections, observations from 12 years as VP
for Medical Staff Affairs at Baptist Memorial Hospital in
Gadsden, Alabama. A staff physician as well, Dr. Rowe stood
on both sides of the administrative divide during a period of
significant change. Remarkably, many of his musings still
apply in today’s practice environment.

DON’T BLAME ME (September 1984)

Recently, when atelevision personality explained that his absence
from the tube was caused by a heart attack and subsequent bypass
surgery, he hurriedly added that he had stopped smoking, lost
weight, and was beginning an exercise program. The implication
was that medical advances and a healthier lifestyle will prolong
the life of this highly visible individual. Medical literature is
replete with statistics proving an increase in life expectancy for
the middle-aged adult who practices abstinence of smoking and

a high-fat diet, and who exercises. .



(Rowe's Reflections, Cont’d.)

In the ambience of wellness thinking, there may creep
in the inclination to blame the victim. For the healthy,
blaming the patient can reassure us of our ability to
avoid a similar fate. Of course, communicating this to
the sick can only heap guilt on the ravages of disease.
Exactly where is that thin line between promoting good
health and punishing patients?

We all become frustrated with the patient who continually
abuses his body to the point of hospitalization. This
frustration can sometimes approach the point of
questioning the wisdom of providing costly medical care
to these irresponsible patients. Heavy stuff. Although
the medical profession should actively participate when
decisions ofallocation of medical resources are necessary,
individual physicians are never entitled to ration their
efforts because they blame the patient. Doctors dispense
medical care — not justice.

With the author’s permission, Reflections is now available
from the MAA, for a $25 contribution to the
Student Assistance Fund.

Class Notes:

Graduate 1949

Tom O. Caldwell, a charter member and a former
board member of the Shelby County Historical Society,
has been awarded an honorary membership by the
organization, and has recently authored several articles
for historical and genealogical publications. A member
of the Birmingham Quilt Guild, he had two quilts
entered in the 2007 Quilt Show. Dr. Caldwell is a retired
pediatrician living in Birmingham.

Graduate 1958

The University of Cincinnati has recognized Donald C.
Harrison by naming their new Health Sciences Library
in his honor. Dr. Harrison was senior vice president and
provost, and a professor of medicine at UC from 1986 to
2002. He is a cardiologist and still resides in Cincinnati.

Graduate 1964

Ellen L. Marmer who has served on the Board of
Directors for the Community Child Guidance Clinic
in Manchester, CT, is now president of the CCGC for
the 2007-2008 term. She is listed in this year’s Who's
Who in Science and Engineering, Who's Who in America
and Who's Who in the World. Dr. Marmer specializes in
pediatric cardiology in Vernon, CT.
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Graduate 1969
In March of 2008 L.D. McLaughlin, Jr., relocated his
family practice from Mobile, AL to Daphne, AL.

Graduate 1970

Ronald C. Merrell, editor-in-chief of the periodical
Telemedicine and e-Health, recently served onthe Defense
Science Board sub-panel of the USAID telemedicine
project in Pakistan and as an advisor for the USAID
project on telemedicine in Kosova. Dr. Merrell, who was
named to the Best Doctors in America list, specializes in
general surgery and lives in Richmond, VA.

Graduate 1970

The National Kidney Foundation has given Thomas
Durward DuBose, Jr., the 2008 Donald W. Seldin
Distinguished Nephrologist Award. This year Dr. DuBose
was also named a Master in the American College of
Physicians and to Marquis Who’s Who in America. Dr.
DuBose lives in Winston-Salem, NC.

Graduate 1975

The Hattiesburg American recently recognized Ellen
Andrews Ovson, as one of their “Twelve People Who
Make a Difference.” Dr. Ovson is the Medical Director
at Gentle Path, the sexual addiction treatment program
of Dr. Patrick Carnes at Pine Grove Behavioral Medicine
and Addiction Services in Hattiesburg, MS. She is
also the Medical Director of the Pine Grove Intensive
Outpatient Program and serves with the Twelfth Circuit
Drug Court team.

Graduate 1975

Marshall Boone, Jr. is proud to welcome his new
grandson, Jackson, to the family. Dr. Boone specializes
in family and emergency medicine and resides in
Birmingham, AL.

Graduate 1979

Birmingham magazine named Karen Elizabeth Stone
to their 2007 “Top Docs™ list. Dr. Stone specializes in
family medicine.

Graduate 1980

Marie Elaine Beckner recently co-authored an article
for Cancer Letters, volume 255. She also authored
one chapter and co-authored another for Progress in
Tumor Marker Research and authored another chapter
for Encyclopedia of Cancer. Dr. Beckner specializes in
neuropathology and is currently training in Molecular
Genetic Pathology at the University of Pittsburgh.



Graduate 1983
Bibb Allen, Jr., will begin service on the American

College of Radiology Board of Chancellors in June of
2008. Dr. Allen resides in Birmingham, AL.

Graduate 1983

Robert Larry Elliott, currently a general surgeon in
Grapevine, TX, was elected Chief of the Department of
Surgery at Baylor Regional Medical Center in Grapevine.
Dr. Elliott is both an MD and a DMD, having completed
his oral and maxillofacial surgery residency at the
UASOM and his general surgery residency at Baylor
University in Dallas, TX.

Graduate 1983

In November of 2007, Michael Wayne Proctor was
named Director of Training for the Institute of Biosecurity
at Texas A&M’s Health Sciences Center., Dr. Proctor
was the Regional Director of Extramural Training for the
Center for Biosecurity and Public Health Preparedness
from 2004-2007, and has also served as the Senior
Medical Advisor for Healthcare and EMS for the US
Department of Homeland Security. Dr. Proctor resides
in Anniston, AL.

Resdient 1983
Sandra V. Moore recently co-authored a chapter in a

spine surgery textbook. Dr. Moore’s solo surgery practice
is located in Garland, TX.

Graduate 1984

In October of 2007 Lee Thomas was inducted as a
Fellow into the American College of Surgeons. Dr.
Thomas practices surgery in Tuscaloosa, AL.

Graduate 1993

Christian P. Mannsfeld has achieved fellowship status
in the American College of Emergency Physicians.
Dr. Mannsfeld resides in Williamsburg, VA and is the
Medical Director at the Emergency Department of Bon
Secours’ DePaul Medical Center in Norfolk, VA.

Graduate 1995

V. Seenu Reddy has been appointed to the Board of
Directors of the American Heart Association in San
Antonio, TX. Dr. Reddy was also named one of the “Top
40 under 40” by the S4 Business Journal.

Graduate 1995

The FSU College of Medicine has appointed Lea Kristin
Parsley as their new Pediatrics clerkship director. On a
personal note, Dr. Parsley’s family has adopted their 5%
child, 2 year-old Tai Isaiah from Inner Mongolia, China.

Fellow 1996

James Michael Fuller,apulmonary critical care specialist
in Greenville, SC, is serving as the Associate Program
Director of the Internal Medicine residency program,
the vice-chairman of the Department of Medicine and
an Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of
South Carolina SOM. Dr. Fuller also serves on the South
Carolina Board of Medical Examiners.

Graduate 1997

B. Earl Salser, Jr., is nowassistant professor of family
medicine at the UASOM and director of the Predoctoral
Division, which coordinates the Rural Medicine
Selective/Elective, the Family Medicine Clerkship, and
the Family Medicine Interest Group.

Graduate 1999

Garrett Richard Vangelisti, his wife, Jill, and daughter
Emilia, welcomed Maxx Ashland Vangelisti to the family
in December of 2007. Dr. Vangelisti practices general
surgery in Hershey, PA.

Fellow 2001

Jose Tallaj has been appointed co-medical director of
UAB’s Heart and Lung Transplant Intensive Care Unit.
A graduate of Pontificia Universidad Catolica Madre
y Maestra in the Dominican Republic, Dr. Tallaj first
joined the UASOM’s faculty in 2002 after completing a
fellowship in cardiovascular disease.

Fellow 2007

The UASOM has appointed Harish Doppalapudi as
an assistant professor of cardiovascular disease. Dr.
Doppalapudi is a graduate of Guntur Medical College
in India and a former recipient of the UASOM’s
Glenn Cobbs Award for excellence in clinical care and
Thomas N. James Award for excellence in research by
a resident.

Fellow 2007

The UASOM has appointed Stephenie B. Wallace as
an assistant professor of pediatrics. Dr. Wallace received
her MD from Yale University School of Medicine and
her MSPH from UAB School of Public Health. She
is the director of Medical Services for the Children’s
Center for Weight Management at Children’s Hospital
Acton Road.
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Premier Medical, P.C.
2016 Stonegate Trail, Ste. 112
Vestavia Hills, AL 35242

WANTED

Physicians with experience in Emergency Medicine
and/or Urgent Care Medicine. Full and part-time.

If you are interested please contact Randy Hammond at (205) 981-9533 or fax
(205) 981-9534 or Dennis M. Jones, M.D., Medical Director (205)936-7580.

Urgent Care, P.C.
3143 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, AL 35124

In Memoriam:

Graduate 1943

Henry Keener Tippins, Jr., MD, a graduate from the
two-year school, died on March 4, 2008. Dr. Tippins went
on to receive his medical degree from Tulane University
School of Medicine and completed his residency in
otolaryngology at Charity Hospital in New Orleans. In
1956 he moved to Pensacola, FL, where he joined the
Medical Center Group.

Resident 1951

Bruce King Johnson, MD, died February 10, 2008
at the age of 89. Born in Harriman, TN, he received
his B.S. from Birmingham Southern College and his
medical degree from the University of Tennessee
Medical School. He completed an internship at Hillman
Hospital and residencies at Norwood Hospital, Bowman
Gray Hospital, and the University of Alabama School of
Medicine, where he was senior resident. He then went
into private practice in internal medicine in Birmingham.
At the end of 1987, he retired from active patient care
and took a position as advisor for the administration
of Baptist Medical Center Princeton. During his career
he served as Chairman of both the Infection Control
Committee at BMC-Princeton and the BMC-Princeton
Preferred Provider Organization. Dr. Johnson was also

a clinical assistant professor of internal medicine at the
SOM.
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A Fellow and Life Member of the American College
of Physicians, he was awarded the AMA’s Physician’s
Recognition Award and MASA’s Physician’s Recognition
Award. Dr. Johnson is survived by his wife, Patrician
Ashcraft Johnson.

Graduate 1955

Stephen W. Rowe, MD, passed away on January 30,
2008 at the age of 79. A life-long resident of Gadsden,
AL, Dr. Rowe earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
from the University of Alabama, and his MD degree
from the University of Alabama School of Medicine in
1955. After serving a rotating internship at Portsmouth
Naval Hospital in Norfolk, VA, he was designated Flight
Surgeon at the Naval School of Aviation Medicine in
Pensacola, Florida in 1957. After two years as Flight
Surgeon on board an aircraft carrier in California and
the Western Pacific Theatre, Dr. Rowe retired from the
military as a Commander, Medical Corps, in the US Naval
Reserve, with 28 years of service. Dr. Rowe practiced
family medicine for 15 years, then served as medical
director of Southern District Republic Steel Corporation
in occupational medicine, and vice president for medical
affairs at the Baptist Memorial Hospital for 12 years
until his retirement in 1994. He served as president of the
Etowah County Medical Society and the Medical Staff
of Gadsden Regional Medical Center; president of the
Gadsden Rotary Club, the Gadsden Country Club, and the
Gadsden Concert Series; and member of the Vestry and
Senior Warden, Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter.
He was Medical Director of the Hospice Association of



Gadsden, on the Board of Directors, Gadsden/Etowah
Chamber of Commerce, the Board of Directors of the
Gadsden/Etowah Industrial Development Agency, and
as a senior Board member of the First Alabama Bank
of Gadsden. Dr. Rowe was a founding member of the
University of Alabama Medical Alumni Association
serving on its Board of Directors and as its President. In
recognition of his service, the MAA named him UASOM
Distinguished Alumnus in 1996. Former President and
Board Member of the Caduceus Club, he also served
on the Advisory Board for the College of Community
Health Sciences in Tuscaloosa. He is survived by his
wife, Katherine Glover Rowe, sons Clay Rowe, MD
(’85), S. Glover Rowe, DMD, and Douglass N. Rowe,
and a daughter, Kathryn Horton.

Graduate 1956

Jack Blackwell, MD, 79, passed away on February
6, 2008. Born in 1928, Dr. Blackwell graduated from
Etowah High School and served in the US Navy for two
years before earning his undergraduate degree from the
U of A in 1952. Completing an internship at Carraway
Methodist Hospital, he moved to Centre, AL and started
a family practice through which he served the community
for over forty years. Dr. Blackwell was a charter member
and diplomate of the American Academy of Family
Practice. Dr. Blackwell is survived by his wife of almost
sixty years, Alvatine Bullard Blackwell.

Graduate 1963

Bennie Lawrence Skelton, MD, died February 14,
2008. Dr. Skelton was a pediatrician who specialized in
the treatment of allergies.

Graduate 1968

John Michael Grelier, MD, “Mickey” to friends, died on
February 23, 2008 at the age of 66. Born in Montgomery
and raised in Homewood, he received his undergraduate
degree from Spring Hill College in Mobile. Dr. Grelier set
up his practice in Birmingham, founding Rheumatology
Associates, PC. During his medical career he served as
President of St. Vincent’s Hospital medical staff, member
of the St. Vincent’s Hospital Executive Committee,
President of the Arthritis Foundation Alabama Chapter,
President of the AL Center of Rheumatic Diseases, VP
of the Jefferson County Medical Society and President
of the Birmingham Clinical Club. Dr. Grelier is survived
by his wife of 41 years, Anne McGrady Grelier.

Graduate 1982
Allen Howard Graves, MD, passed away on March
5, 2008 at the age of 51. Dr. Graves received his

undergraduate degree at Tulane University. He was on
staff at East Alabama Medical Center and was a partner at
Internal Medicine Associates, in Auburn. He is survived
by his wife Edie Keith Graves.

Resident 1994

Kristin Alline, MD, born October 20, 1963, passed
away on September 9, 2007. Dr. Alline received her
medical degree from Tulane, and completed residencies
at University of Alabama Hospitals in internal medicine
and the University of California Medical Center, San
Francisco in anatomic pathology. She also completed
fellowships at the University of Michigan Medical
Center, Ann Arbor in geriatric medicine and internal
medicine.

Faculty

Jimmy Lynn Stewart, former director of University of
Alabama Health Services Foundation, died on Feb. 29,
2008, in Midwest City, Oklahoma. He was 74. A native
of Ft. Smith, AR, J.L. Stewart was appointed executive
director of the UAHSF in 1975, and was responsible for
the phenomenal growth of that organization for more than
a decade. As one emeritus professor observed: “UAB has
risen to prominence largely through the efforts of (a few)
men, among them Jim Stewart. He knew and applied
one simple rule: an organization cannot survive unless
income exceeds expenditures. Jim Stewart was able to
accomplish that, at a time when it was essential.” In
addition, Stewart was credited with the initial concept of
an on-campus clinic facility named in honor of Dr. John
Kirklin. He is survived by his wife, Nancy; two sons,
David Stewart of Franklin, TN and Donald Stewart, MD
(85) of Birmingham; five grandchildren, and one great-
granddaughter.

Send Us Your News!

Address Changes, Awards, Promotions, Publications,
Grants, Gossip —

Let us know what you’re up to!

The University of Alabama Medical Alumni Association
811 20th Street South, Birmingham Alabama 35294-2140

Phone: 205-325-3092 Fax: 205-251-8657
E-mail: webmaster@alabamamedicalalumni.org
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PREZ SEZ:

What a pleasure it was to visit the University of Alabama
School of Medicine’s Tuscaloosa campus this month! I
was invited to give the Winternitz lecture on April 1,
2008 and was very warmly received by Dean Marsh, the
students, faculty and staff. 1 was most impressed with
the facility there, and their strong emphasis on patient
care and preventive medicine. I encourage each of you

to visit the Tuscaloosa campus whenever you can.

We value our students and want to build a positive, long
term relationship with them. We welcome their questions
and input through their new representatives to our board,
and on an individual basis. I am proud to say that we
have recently been able, through our Student Assistance
Fund, to help a student in dire need and make it possible

for him to continue his medical education. He is most

grateful, and says ‘“the medical alumni organization is

definitely a role model of what I want to be.”

I am also happy to report to you that our MAA
membership has doubled this past quarter — a trend that
was enthusiastically reflected in the record turnout for
our alumni reunion weekend. Please keep up your good
work and encourage your colleagues to become active

members.

Betty Ruth Speir. M.D., MAA President

amsac@gyne.com
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